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as to reckon his applause an honour even to Johnson. I have seen some volumes of Dr. Young's copy of the Rambler, in which he has marked the passages which he thought particularly excellent, by folding down a corner of the page ; and such as he rated in a super-eminent degree, are marked by double folds. I am sorry that some of the volumes are lost. Johnson was pleased when told of the minute attention with which Young had signified his approbation of his Essays.
I will venture to say, that in no writings whatever can be found more bark and steel for the mind, if I may use the expression ; more that can brace and invigorate every manly and noble sentiment. No. 32 on patience, even under extreme misery, is wonderfully lofty, and as much above the rant of stoicism, as the Sun of Revelation is brighter than the twilight of Pagan philosophy. I never read the following sentence without feeling my frame thrill : ' I think there is some reason for questioning whether the body and mind are not so proportioned, that the one can bear all which can be inflicted on the other; whether virtue cannot stand its ground as long as life, and whether a soul well principled, will not be sooner separated than subdued V
Though instruction be the predominant purpose of the Rambler, yet it is enlivened with a considerable portion of amusement. Nothing can be more erroneous than the notion which some persons have entertained, that Johnson was then a retired authour, ignorant of the world ; and, of consequence, that he wrote only from his imagination when he described characters and manners, He said to me, that before he wrote that work, he had been ' running about the world,' as he expressed it, more than almost any body; and I have heard him relate, with much satisfaction, that several of the characters in the Rambler were drawn so naturally, that when it first circulated In numbers, a club in one of the towns in Essex imagined themselves to be severally exhibited in it, and were
1 In the original ^ separated sooner    aiiimuin Catonis ... Talking of his than subdued.'   Johnson acted up to     illness he said :—" I  will   be   con-what he said.   When he was close     quered ; I will not capitulate."'   See on his end, ' all who saw him beheld    post, Oct. 1784. and   acknowledged   the   invictum
much honoured with tlta name of
